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IVho deli-vered ns from jo great a Death, 
and doth deli'ver ^ in whom we trujij 
he will yet deli'ver m. 

F thefe Words I may fay, what 
our Saviour did to his Hearers, 
of a PafTage that he quoted out 
of the Prophet E/Jy, in the 4th 
of St. Lukcy that this day is this 
Scripture fulfilled in your ears, 
God Almighty has, in a wonderful Manner, 
delivered us from a very great Death ; he has, 
by a Series of ftrangc Providences, continued 
this great Deliverance to us hitherto ^ and I 
hope we are met this Day, with a fincere Pur- 
pofe, to exprefs both our grateful Sentiments of 
what he has done, and ftill does for us ; and 
our Confidence and Trufl: in him, that he will 
yet deliver us. To forward and affift you in 
which Defign, I fiiall 

I. Confider St. Paul\ DeUverance, which 

he refers to in this Text ; a Deliverance from 

B z Death, 
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Death, a great Death, and fo great a Death ^ 
and of which he was in fuch imminent Danger, 
that he tells us, in the Verfe but one before, 
that he defpaired of Life. 

II. I (hall take a View of our own Cafe. And 
if we have been threatned with a very great 
Death, the Dcftrudion of all thtt is dear to us , 
( and this we have been fo near unto, that, in 
rile Eye of Man, there was no Profpeft of 
Efcape \ but we were prefs'd^ as the Apoftle 
words his Cafe, out of Meafure^ above 
Strenitb^ above our own Strength and Power 
to help our felves, even to Defperation , fo that 
none could fave us, but he that he tells us 
laved him, even he that raifed the Dead-^ ) and 
if we have been delivered from this great Death, 
and are ftill delivered , I may, I fuppofe, with 
good Reafon, prefs you to imitate our Apoflle's 
Behaviour upon his Deliverance. 

I. By acknowledging God to be the Author 
and Continuer of our Deliverance. 
^ 3. By offering up our Praifes and Thankf- 
gjivings to him for them. 

3. By raifing in our felves, from a juft Senfe 
of what God has done, and does do for us, a 
Ground of Truft and Confidence in him for the 
future, that he that has delivered, and does de- 
liver, will alfo yet deliver us. 

I. I am to confider St. PauPs Deliverance *, a 
Ddiverauce from a great Death. That this 

great 
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great Death was feme imminent Danger that 
he was in in AJia , is certain , from the 8th 
Verfe of this Chapter ; where he fays, I would 
not have you ignorant^ brethren^ of the trouble 
that came to w in AJia : From whence, the 
fame Thread of Difcourfe is continued down 
to the Text. - But what Particular Trouble it 
was, that he met with there , being not agreed 
upon by Learned Men , I (hall beg your Pati- 
ence, while I endeavour to fettle that Point 

Some of the Ancients, particularly TertuUian^ 
( who is alfo followed by modern Commenta- 
tors) do fuppofe the great Death, or great 
Danger of Death, mentioned in the Text, to 
be the fame with that which he refers to in 
the 1 5th Chapter of his Firft Epiftle , where 
he fpeaks, v. 52. of his fighting with beajis at 
Ephefus ^ which was the Metropolis of the 
Leffer Afia. And fome are for underftanding 
both one and the other, of an adual Encounter 
that he had with wild Beads, on the Theatre 
there ^ to which he was condemned, as a Cri- 
minal; and from which he was miraculoufly 
delivered , by the mighty Power of God. But 
I mufl: confefs, I think the Reafon urged againft 
this Interpretation, is of great Weight ; viz. 
That it cannot be fuppofed, that fo remarkable 
a Paflage of his Life , fo wonderful a Preferva- 
tion, would have been omitted ; either by him- 
fclf, in the 1 1 th Chapter of this Epiftle, where 
he particularly enumerates feveral of his Dan- 
gers and Deliverances ^ or by St. Luke^ in the 

Ac- 
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Account he gives us of him in the ABs of the 
Apojiks. 

And indeed, there is nothing in the Expref- 
fions in either place, that does neceflarily infer, 
that he was aftually under Execution, and then 
delivered from it 3 bat rather under Sentence, 
or Defignation to Death : For in the 15th 
Chapter of the firft Epiftle, what we read. If 
I have fought^ may be read. If I ha J fought -^ 
i. e. If I had been aftualiy expofed to a Com- 
bat with the Beads , as I was defigned for it. 
And in the Verfe before my Text , he only 
fays, that he had the fentence of death in him- 
felf\ u e. He lookM upon himfelf , as one un* 
der Sentence of Death •, one that was defigned 
and intended for the Slaughter. So that there 
is no Neceffity, to gather from either of thefe 
places, that by the Death, from which he was 
delivered, is meant an aftual Execution there- 
of 5 but rather only a Defignation to it. And 
then we need not have recourfe to Fancy , to 
fupply a fuppofed Defeft in St. Luke's Hifto- 
ry 3 For we fhall find in the i oth Chapter of 
die AElsy an Account of a great Danger, which 
he was delivered from in j^ta -, a great Tumult 
raised in Ephefus , by Demetrius and the Crafts- 
men , upon Occafion of St. ?auVs Preaching 
againft the Superftition and Idolatry of that 
place 5 where his two Companions were haled 
away to the Theatre , probably, with a Defign 
to throw them to the Lions 5 and he himfelf 
narrowly efcaped. 

The 
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The Learned Grotim would refer us to the 
following Chapter, ABs 20. v, i^. for an Ac- 
count of this great Death ^ where St. Paid 
tells the Elders of Ephefus, whom he had con- 
vened at Miletus ■, Te know, from the firfl day 
that I came into Afia , how I have ferved God 
with tears and temptations ; that is, Tryals and 
Perfecutions , that befel me, by the lying in wait 
of the Jexvs. 

But this feems to be too general an Account 
of the Matter ; and does not fetisfy the Doubt, 
what particular Paii&ge of his Life it is, that he 
has an Eye to in the Text. And indeed, I fee 
no Reafon to believe, but that St. Vaiil^ in this 
general Account of his Sufferings in Afia , had 
a Regard, among the reft, to that particular 
Story in the foregoing Chapter : For he feems 
to refer to all the Troubles , that happen'd to 
him, from his firft coming into Afia •, And why 
then Ihould it be imagin'd, he ovferlook'd fo re- 
markable a one as this > 

'Tis true, he fays of thofe, that they befel 
him by the lying in wait of the Jews j But who- 
ever confults the Story, in the foregoing Chap- 
ter, will fee Caufe to believe, that the Jems 
had a Hand in that Matter ; for, 'tis plain, they 
were very bufy in that Tumult \ and, we may 
be fure, with no good Defign to St. Paul. 

There is a Reafon urged , why that Exprcfli- 
on of his, in his firft Epiftle, mention'd be- 
fore, of his fighting with BeaHs at Ephefu^ -, 
cannot relate to this Danger , in ASs 19 3 he- 
caulb,. 
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caufe, as *tis faid. That Epiftle was wrote be- 
fore this Tuniult happenM at Ephefus : And if 
this be true, 'tis unanfwerable. 

I do not think my felf obliged at prefent, to 
enquire nicely into this Matter ^ and (hall only 
fey, that there is great Reafon to believe, that 
that firft Epiftle was written, not as the Author 
of the Poftfcript, whoever that was, fays, from 
Philippi 5 which , as we read in A3s 1 6. is a 
City m Macedonia •, for there are no Salutati- 
ons in it from the Saints in Macedonia:^ but ra- 
ther from fome Place in Afia , from whence he 
fends Salutations in the 1 9th Verfe of the laft 
Chapter j The Churches in Afta falute you : And 
particularly from Ephefus 1 where he propofes, 
at the 8th Verfe, to ftay itill Fentecofl : I will 
tarry at Ephefus tiU Pentecoji. 

But yet , if it be objofted , that he went 
away from JEpivr^j immediately after the qui- 
eting of this Uproar ^ as fome conclude from 
the firft^ Verfe of the 20th Chapter of die Affs ^ 
where it is faid , after the Uproar was ceafed, 
Paul called to htm the Difciples , and embraced 
them J and departed to go to Macedonia : And 
if this (hould be admitted as a Reafon, why his 
Firft Epiftle could not be written from thence 
after this Uproar ; and confequently, his Fight- 
ing with Beafts at Ephefus , mentioned in that 
Epiftle, cannot refer thereto : yet I am fure, 
'twill afford a good Argument for That fin: 
which I am much more concerned , that my 
Text has a particular Relation thereto. For 

*tis 
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'tis certain, his Second Epiftle was written from 
Macedonia: And if he went fo immediately 
from Ephefiis^ upon hisEfcape of the Danger of 
this tumultuous Uproar, into Macedonia^ from 
whence he writes this Epiftle ; what Danger can 
it be fo probably fuppos'd to be, from which 
he bleffes God in the beginning of this Epiftle 
for delivering him, and of which he feems fo 
follicitous to inform the Corinthians^ as this 
which he fo lately and (b narrowly efcaped 
in that lame Place, which in the Verfe but one 
before ray Text, he makes the Scene of it, viz. 
Afia^ 

I know the Learned Lifhtfoot will not al- 
low this to be the great Peath there menti- 
oned ^ and his Argument is, becaufe we 4o not 
read of any the leaft Damage that aftually hap- 
pened to him in that Tumult. But with all due 
Reverence to the Afhes of fo Great a Man, I 
cannot think his Argument to be of any Force ; 
for certainly a Man may be, and truly faid to 
be, in great and eminent Danger of Death, 
tho* he may be preferved by the good Provi- 
dence of God, from adually fufliaining any the 
leaft Hurt. 

I doubt not, our Apoftle thought himfelf to 
be, and really was in very great Da;ig?r, both 
at Jerufalem^ when more dian Forty of the 
Jews had bound therafelves under a Curfe, that 
they would neither Eat nor Drink till they had 
killed him j and alfo at Damafcus^ when the 
Jews had tajjien Counfel to the lame Purpofc, 
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and he was glad to be let down the W all in a 
Basket by Night, to avoid them : He was in 
Danger, I fay, in both Places, tho* no aftual 
Harm happened to him in either. 

His Two Companions in the Tumult I have 
been now fpeakifig of, were hurried away by 
the Rabble to the Theatre j it may be, as 
Dr. Lightfoot himfelf yields, and I think I may 
fey mod probably, with a Defign to caft them 
to the Lyons , and can we imagine that they 
had lefs cruel Intentions towards him ? All the 
Fault of Gahis and Arijlarchns was, that they 
were PaulV Companions in Travel-^ *twas he that 
angered them, 'twas this P^w/that hadpreach'd 
againft their Idolatry, and perfuad^d and turned 
away much People^ Verfe 26. and *twas for His 
Sake that the others were laid hold on , And 
would they not much rather have haUed him 
to the Theatre, and more certainly have caft 
him to the Lyons, if by the Advice of his 
Friends, and kind Intimation of their Defigns, 
given him by the Jfiarch/e^ he had not been 
hindered from appearing publickly among them > 
And if thofe were their Intentions concerning 
him, he might well look upon his Efcape as a 
Deliverance from a very great Death. 

But E/lius has an Objeftion againft Their In- 
terpretation of that PaiTage in his Firft Epiftle, 
concerning his fighting with Beafts at Epheftis^ 
who underftand it of his being cxpofed to the 
Lyons, as Ignatius was j which may be urged 
againft my Interpretation of this Place : And it 

is 



hefwe the K I N G. 1 1 

is this J that the Puniftiment of cafting to 
Lyons, was a Puniftiment only for Slaves, and 
viler Perfons, but not for a Free-Man, and 
Citizen of Rome^ as was St. Vaul : Now this 
Objeftion would fignify fomething, if it could 
be fupposM, that a Rabble always afted pru- 
dently, and upon Confideration , and that Zeal 
for a falfe Worfliip and Intereft, did never carry 
Men to illegal and unjuftifiable Aftionsj and if 
St, Vaul himfelf had never elfewhere met with 
Treatment, from which his Charafter, as a 
Roman^ ought to have fecured him. 

But we read in the 2 2d of thcABsy that he was 
Bound at Jemfalem with Thongs, and had 
been Scourged too, notwithftanding his being a 
Rfjtnan^ if he had not in the nick of Time 
told the Centurion that he was fo : Nay, in 
ABs 16. which comes nearer to this Cafe, 
when he had caft a Spirit of Divination out of 
a Damfelj who by her footJofaying had ^brought 
much Gain to her Majiers j and when her Ma- 
Jlers fatp that the hopes of their Gain was gone^ 
they lay hold on ?aul and Silas^ draw them 
into the Market-Place, raife the Rabble, and 
inftigate the Magiftrates againft them, info- 
much that they beat them with many Stripes, 
Imprifon and put them in the Stocks 5 which 
was fo very unjuftifiable a Treatment of Men 
that were Romans^ that when the Magiftrates 
were informed that they were fo, and infifted 
upon their Privilege, they were glad to ftoop, 

B 2 and 
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and come tbcmfelves in Perfon, and befeecb 
them to cams forth of the Prifon. 

So that it is no ftrange or improbable Thing, 
that the Men of Ephefus^ who were zealous in 
their Idolatry, efpcciaily when they were fet 
on by thofe who found their Account in pro- 
{)agating and afferting their Superflitiou^ VVor- 
(hip, (hould defign our Apoftte, who preached 
againft the Idol of the one, and confequently 
the Mammon of the other, to a Puniihment 
that they could not juftify : Nay, we plainly 
read in the Story, that the Officer told them, 
that their Zeal had trartfported them to do that, 
for which they were in Danger to be caflled (o 
an Account. 

I know but one Objeftion more that can be 
pretended, and *tis this •, that in the feveral 
Accounts of thefe Matters, of his Danger at 
Ephefus^ and of the great Death in the Text, 
inention'd by St. Luke and St. Paul^ he him- 
felf feems to have had very different Apprehen- 
fions of them. As to that at Ephefus^ he feems 
to be altogether unapprehenfive of any Efenger , 
for 'tis laid, that he would voluntarily have 
gone into the Tumult, but that the Difciples 
Hnder'd him 5 whereas of this he complains, 
that he was prcfe'd out of Meafurc, above 
Strength, that he defpair'd of Life, and look'd 
upon his Efcape as little lels than a Refur- 
tedion from the Dead# To which I have Two 
Things to % : 

I. That 
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1. That tho* St. PanI would vokmtarily have 
enter'd in to the People, had not the ChtiS^sms 
hinderM him j yet it does not from hence fol- 
low, that he was unapprchenfive of the Dan*- 
ger, which by fo doing he fliould expofe hiraK 
felf to. For 'twas no ftrange Thhrg , in the 
firf! Ages of the Chorch , for Chriftians to ex- 
pfrefs thek Zeal and Love for Chrift , by 
knowingly and willingly running into Suffer- 
ings and Eteath. Nay, our very ApofWe, when 
the Prophet Agabus had foretold , that if hef 
went up to Jemfalemy the Jew^ would bind 
him, and deliver him into the, Hands of the 
Gentiles , and when the Chriftians endeavoured ' 
with Prayers and Tears , to hinder him from 
taking that Journey, they could not prevail ; 
but he calls thofe Endeavours of theirs, to keep 
him from taking that Journey , a breaking of 
his Heart •, and declares his Readinefs, not only 
to he bound y^ but to dye at Jerufalenfj for the 
7iame of the Ldrd Jefw. But, 

2. Siippofh!rg that he was unapprehenfive of 
the Danger at that Time, when ht would have 
gone in to the People •, what hinders, but that 
afterwards, when the Brethren had informed 
him better 5 when he heard what was done 
to his two Companions 5 cfpecially , when he 
had that Meflage fent him by the Afian Pra- 
fefts^ that he (hould not venture himfelf abroad : 
What, I f^, hinders, but that, when the Mat^ 
ter was over, upon a reflex View 16 cool Blood, 
he may nake another Judgnoent of the Danger 

he 
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he had been in^ than his Zeal would fuffer him 
to do in the Time of Aftion ? 

I take it therefore, that this great Death, 
mentionM in my Text, which God delivered 
St. ?aul from in Afta , was the great Danger 
of Death, which he was in upon Occafion of 
that Tumult, which Demetrius and the Crafts- 
men raifed againft him at Ephefus^ the chief 
City of Afta ; of which we have a large Ac- 
count, in the fore- mentioned 19th of xhtABs. 
And to juftify this Opinion, I might have urg'd 
the Authority of feveral Learned Men, who 
expound this Place the feme way, and give good 
Reafons for it : But omitting them, I have ra- 
ther chofe to anfwer the Objeftions, which 
Men of another Opinion in this Matter have 
advanced againft it : And thofe being removed, 
I think it fufficient to fay, 

1. That *tis a reafonable Po/lulatum^ that fo 
remarkable a Deliverance, as St. Paul makes this 
in the Text, would not probably have been 
omitted by St. Luke , in the Hiftory of his 
Life. And then, this being allowed ^ 

2. That there is no particular Danger, which 
St. Paul was in in Afa^ mcntion'd by St. Luh^ 
but this which I contend for, which happened 
to him at Ephefus. And that this was a great 
Death, or a very great Danger of Death, may 
be gathered from feveral Circumftances in the 
Story : From the Confideration of the Perfons 
from whom he was in Danger j from the Pro- 
vocation he had given them j from what they 

aftu- 
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aftually did upon that Provocation : From 
whence we likewife probably conjefture, what 
they would have done further, if they had 
had Opportunity. 

The Perfons from whom he was in Danger, 
were not only a Rabble, got together in a tu- 
multuous manner, they knew not why -, tho* 
from Them there's no more Juftice or Mercy 
to be expeded, than from the raging Waves 
of the Sea in a Tempeft : but alfo (uperftitious 
Bigots in a falfe Religion •, zealous Worfhippers 
of a Goddefs of Mens making, and of a won- 
derful Image , pretended to be dropped from 
Heaven : And thefe were ftirr'd up by thofe 
who got their Livelihoods, much Wealth, by 
making Objeds for their Idolatrous WorChip j 
little Silver Boxes, with the Image, or Pidure, 
of their Goddefs in them , for their Adora- 
tion. 

The Provocation he had given them, was no 
iefs than openly declaring againft their God- 
defs, and Image- Worfhip , faying, that they 
were no Gods that were made with Hands j 
That the Piftur^s and Images , which they 
made and fold, and the other worftiipp'd, were 
not fit Objeds for fuch Worfhip : And by this 
means ^ their Goddefs, they apprehended, was 
in Danger to be defpifed, her Temple defecra- 
ted, her Worfhip forfaken, and confequently 
(which no doubt fome of them were more 
concerned for,) their Craft, whereby they got 
their Wealth, would be likely to come to 
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nought. And in what a furious manner , may 
we imagine, would thefe blind Zealots, pu(h*d 
on hy the defigning Craftfmen, exprefs their Re- 
fentments of fo great an Injury > 

That they did fo, we read at the 28th Verfe; 
They firft make a publick and clamorous Ac- 
knowledgment, of the Greatnefs of their God- 
dcfe, and of their particular Relation to her ^ 
Great is Diana of the Epheftans : And then pre- 
pare to revenge the Affront offered her, by Sa- 
jcrificing to her thofe that gave it- They lay 
'Hands upon St. FauVs Companions, (meeting 
with them firft ) and hurry them away to the 
Theatre, with a Defign, as I obferved before, 
to expofe them there to wild Beafts : And how- 
ever they changed their Minds, and fuffer'd 
them to efcape , yet *tis reafonable , from 
lience, 

To conjefture. That could they have caught 
'him, they would not have failed to have caft 
him to the Lions, who was the principal in 
that unpardonable Injury ^ when they were fo 
near doing it to thofe, whofe only Guilt ( that 
appears) was, that they were of his Com- 
pany. 

This then was that great Death, or Danger of 
Death, that threatoed St. Faul at E^hefus in A-^ 
fia^ and into which he was very nigh running 
himfelf. For the 50th Verfe tells us, that he 
would have entered in to the People, when they 
were in that mad Ferment and IJproan 
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But it j)leafed God, that the Difciples fliould 
not fufFer him to go among them , nay, which 
is more remarkable, to order it fo, that the very 
jifiarch^j the Chief of 4/?^, as our Tranflators 
render the Word ^ ( but they were properly the 
Praefefts, or Officers, that were appointed to 
look after thofe barbarous Executions, and who 
may therefore be very well fuppofed to know 
the t>efigns of the People concerning him) 
thefe fliould fend to him, to keep out of the 
Way. And thus God's Providence made Ufe of 
thoie who were to have been employed in the 
Management of his Death, aslnftruments in the 
laving of his Life. 

And thus have I confider'd St. FauVs Deli- 
verance from the great Death in the Text. 

IL I am in the next Place to take a View of 
our own Cafe. And we fliall find, that it comes 
very near that of St. Paul\ that we have been 
delivered from a very great Death, as well as 
he 5 and that the Parallel will hold in feveral 
Circumftances, both of the Danger and Deli- 
verance. 

TTho delivered us^ fays our Apoftle, and doth 
deliver-^ he mentions paft, as well as prefent 
Deliverances. And if in applying his Cafe to 
ours, I fliould recount the feveral Deliverances 
of this Church and Nation, from the many fe* 
cret Plots, and open Attempts, of our Romijb 
Adyerfaries, in every Reign, fince our jufl: and 
neceflary Departure from their Idolatrous Com- 
munion, his Example would acquit me from 
Impertinence. But I fliall look no frirther back, 
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than the Year 1688, wherein was the G>m- 
menceraent of that great Deliverance, which 
God has by a Series of gracious Providences 
continued to us to this Day ^ And all the Na- 
tional Bleflings we have received fince, even 
That for which we now thank him, are but fo 
many Links in that wonderful Chain of Mer- 
cies. And 'tis but too neceflary, to call the 
Thoughts of Many back to that Time,*who 
were then fufficicntly fenfible of the imminent 
Danger we were in ^ but after they were deli- 
vered, the Image of their paft defperate Condi- 
tion foon vanifh'd out of their Minds ^ and 
they were like St. Jameses Man, beholding his 
natural Face in a Glafs, who goes his way^ and 
ftraightway forgets what manner of Man he 
was. But however Diftance of Time may have 
leflenM the Danger that then threatened us^ 
and confequently the Deliverance from it, in 
fomc Peoples Thoughts \ I will venture to call 
it a Death, and a great Death : For That which 
threatens the utter Deftruftionof a Thing, may 
very well be called Death : And that which 
threatens that Deftruftion to all Things that we 
value, may be term'd a great Death. 

Now there is nothing that Men value more, 
than their own Liberties and Properties, Lives 
and Religion, and the Welfare of their Pofte- 
rity. How great a Death then muft that be, 
that threatens the Ruin of all thefe > To throw 
down the Mounds and Fences that fecure them, 
and lay them open to be trampled upon and 
hodden down at Pleafure ? Ho^ miferable is 
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the Cafe , of that People, that may be confined, 
and made Beggars at Will ; that may not be 
fuffer'd to enjoy th^r Religion and Lives tog!&- 
ther ^ but if they will fecure thefe, muft make 
Shipwrack of that > And what an Addition to 
their Mifery, muft the difmal Profpeft of the 
wretched Condition of their unhappy Pofterity 
be, when they can fee nothing entail'd upon 
them, but the moft vik and abjeft Slavery of 
Body and Mind too ? 

And that this great Death threatned us of 
this Nation, however willing (bme are to forget 
it now, I am fure every conGdering Perfon was 
fufficiently fenfible about Twenty Eight Years 
ago *, and he was a ftrangely Sanguine Man^ 
that did not then defpair of Life. The Inun- 
dation was juft breaking in upon us^ and we 
were in fuch a kind of Streight, as the Ifraelites 
at the Red-Sea •, we were neither able to ftand 
up againft our Danger, nor to fly from it. 

The Perfons that were defigning and work- 
ing this great Death for us, were, like thofe that 
intended our Apoftle's Deftruftion, fuperfti- 
tious Bigots, Worfliippers of Saints and Images, 
fiery Zealots for their Religion ^ who have fa- 
crinced more Lives to it, than ever the Hea- 
thens did to their Gods : And among thefe, the 
Chief were the Craftfmen, who have made a 
perfeft Trade of Religion ^ have turned the Al- 
tars where they were Confecrated, into Tables 
of Motjey-Changers , and the My fteries of Faith 
and Godlinefs, into Myfteries of Gam, and 
growing great : That deal not only in fuch 
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petty Things, as Demetrius and his Craftfmen 
did ; in fraall Boxes, with Images or Piftures in 
them, ( tho' they have their J^nus Dei's^ and 
little Confecrated Trinkets, their pretended Re- 
licks that they make Advantage by , ) but in 
Matters of much greater Concernment. 

They have got the Keys of Heaven and HelJ, 
and Purgatory too ^ they Trade in Abfolutions, 
Maffes, Indulgences, Plenary Indulgences , they 
put a Tax upon Sins, and fet Heaven to Sale. 

Hovir eafy is it for a Rich Man to enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven ! 

And what was the Provocation we gave 
them > Why, we protefted againft their Super- 
ftitious Fopperies and Idolatry ; we declared 
with St. Paul^ that they were no God? which 
were made with Hands j that neither Crucifix 
nor Image, however curioufly wrought or painted 
by the Artificer, nor Wafers Confecrated by the 
Prieft, nor Saints Canonized by the Church, were 
fitObjefts for Religious Worftiip 5 That theirMor- 
moe of Purgatory, their vain boafting Pretences 
to Infallibility, and to turn Bread by a few 
Words fpeaking, into the Body of their Savi- 
our i their Empirical Remedies of Abfolutions, 
as they apply'd them, of Maffes, Indulgences, 
the Churches Stock of Merits of thofe who had 
more than enough for themfelves, &c. that 
thefe were only Holy Cheats, to cozen Men out 
of their Money here, and their Souls hereafter. 

And this was fo infupportable an Injury , of 
fo fatal a Confequence to their own Craft, where- 
by they amafi^d their Wealth j that 'twas no 
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wonder, that when the)[ had (as they thought) 
a fit Opportunity to do it, and a Power to back 
them, they turn'd their fecret and difguized Me- 
thods, whereby they had been long endeavour- 
ing our Ruin under-hand, into more open and 
avow*d Attempts upon us , that they laid hold 
upon fome of our Companions 5 and , by their 
Treatment of them, and Ufage of others, gave 
us fair Intimation of what was quickly like to 
befal us alL 

They had all Authority, Law and Power, in 
their own Hands : They were mod wrathfuUy 
difpleas'd at us 5 and Religion and Intereft 
fpurrM them on, to wreak their Fury upon us, 
as far as their Power would permit. 

In thefe Circumftances 'twas not ftrange, if 
we had the fentence of death in our felves j if, 
beings prefs^d out of meafure^ above Jlrength^ we 
defpairea of life. But he, who raifes the Dead, 
took pity on our righteous ( tho* feemingly dye- 
ing) Caufe : Our Deliverance was fo feafonably 
wrought for us, in fo wonderful a manner, and 
by fuch quiet and gentle Methods, that it plain- 
ly appeared to be his doing , who is a prefent 
help in time of trouble ; who Ofily doth marver 
lorn things. , and who many times chufes to ap* 
pear, for his Servants, as well as to them, not 
in great Winds, and Earthquakes, and Fire, but 
in a siillj fmall voice. 

Thus God delivered Us, as well as St. ?auL 
And, that I may not omit one Circumftance, 
wherein our Cafes are parallel , As, by the Pro- 
vidence of God , the Afian (M&cers were in a 
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great meafure the Means of his Efcape , fo 
Tome of thofe, that were defigned to have been 
the Inftruments of our Ruin, provM ferviceable 
in the Accompliftiing our Deliverance. 

And how wonderfully did God continue that 
Deliverance to us, by Securing the Government 
then eftablifh'd, in its Infancy, fix)m the Mon- 
flers that endeavourM to deftroy it in the Cra- 
dle 5 by prefef ving the Life of the Great Inftru- 
ment of it , under a weak State of Health j 
notwithftanding the great Fatigues and Dangers, 
to which he expofed himfelf, in many Voyages 
and Campaigns, and the wicked ConfpiracieS 
formM againft him by his Enemies -, till he had, 
in Conjundion with his Confederates, brought 
the Common Enemy to make Peace* And when 
upon the Drflblution of that Confederacy , and 
the Disbanding of our Forces, the great Diftur- 
ber of Europe took Occafion treacheroufly to 
break that Peace , ftill Our King wais Uving, 
the only Perfon capable, by his Charafter, and 
Intereft with fo many Foreign Potentates, of 
Accomplifhing fuch 3 Work, to form a New 
and Glorious Alliance. But yet He had not 
done all that God intended, or that wis necef- 
fary to compleat our Deliverance j which, had 
not a Proteftant Succeflion been fettled, would 
have been but of fhort Continuance , and be- 
fore this Time, we had been under the Yoke 
of a Popifli Government again. That precious, 
but declining Life, was therefore yet preferved, 
that He might put the Laft Handf to his Great 
Work, by &ttling the Succeflion to the Growni 
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in the lUuftrious Houfe of HANOVER. 
And then , not till then , was he gathered to 
his Fathers ^ leaving his SuccelTor, our Late 
Gracioip Qpeen, ftrengthen*d by a powerful 
Alliance abroad, and much fecured at home by 
the Limitation of the Crown to a Proteftant 
Family, to purfue and compleat his Great De- < 
figns. 

And how wonderfully did the Work of the 
Lord profper in her Hands , for many Years t 
Neither Walls, nor Works, nor Lines, nor Ri- 
vers, could flop the Viftorious Progrefe of Her 
Majefty's Forces , and thofe of her Allies j 
which, under the Conduft of her Confummate 
General, routed the Armies of the Enemy , as 
oft as they engaged them , and took his Towns 
as certainly as they fat down before them ; till 
by a long Series of Glorious SuccefTes, we had 
reduced him fo low, that we had it in our Pow- 
er to have demanded what Terms we would, , 
for our own Security, and for the Safety and 
Quiet of all Europe. 

And here I could willingly caft a Veil over 
what follows , and heartily wifti that Hiftory 
could do fo tocu But alas ! 'tis a vain Wifh : 
The Story has been told in Gath^ and publi(h*d 
in the Streets of Askelon : The Daughters of 
the PhiliBines have rejoiced , the Daughters of 
the Uncircumcis'd have triumphed. 

I would not dwell upon the ungrateful Sub* 
jed -^ and fhall only fay, that by a moft amazing 
Conduft, we were fo far thrown into the Power 
€^ the i^bitious Afpker to an Univerfal Mo- 
narchy J 
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narchy \ and the Way was fo prepared for the 
Pretender to this Crown to come over, with his 
neceflary Attendants, Fopety and Slavery • that 
there feem*d little more wanting to compleat the 
Defign of our grand Enemy, and our Ruin, than 
for him to have faid to his Viceroy, in the Words 
• of Je^ahel to Ahah^ AriCe and take Pojjeffion. 

And here again, we had thefentence of death 
in ourfelves •, but God, who had before delivered 
us, did now again deliver us, by providentially 
placing His Majefty on the Throne of thefe 
Kingdoms in that Critical Junfture. 

There being no Difturbance at Home, nor 
Attempt upon us from Abroad, during the Time 
His Majefty was neceflarily detained from us j 
no Oppofition to his Landing, but an Univer- 
lal Joy exprefsM upon his Arrival ^ we were 
ready to fay , that furely the bitternefs of this 
death is fafl. 

But we flattered our felves with vain Words : 
Meafures were then concerting abroad, for En- 
couraging and Affifting an Infurreftion at home. 
And there were too many among us , like thofe 
Enemies of David ^ Pfah 62. wbofe only device 
it was to cajl him out^ whom God would exalt. 
Like them, they delighted in Lies^ and were in- 
duftrious to afperfe His Majefty, his Uluftrious 
Family, and his wife and juft Adminiftration, 
by Lies fo wicked and malicious, as could pro- 
ceed from none but the Father of them • and fo 
Hionftroufly abfurd, as could be fwallow'd by 
none, -but fuch as were given up to flrong Delu- 
Jums^ to believe a Lie. And thefe Lies theyfpaie 
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in Ijypocrijy, fpnakinggooJ reorjs with their mouths ; 
pretending a Refpeft for the Government, and fome 
of them Swearing to it too with their Lips, while at 
the Cime time they curfcdit hi their hearts ^ and were 
doing all in their Power to deftroy it : By thefe, and 
other vile Methods, they corrupted the poor un- 
thinking People, work'd them up firft into Tumul- 
tuous Riots, and then into open Rebellion. 

Had the Attempt been made, and fupported from 
Abroad, when we had the firft Intimation of the De- 
fign, and were little prcpar'd tooppofe it, having but 
few Forces, and many of them not to be depended 
upon ; this Nation muft have been for fomeTime, a 
miferable Scene of Blood and Confufion, whatever 
might have been the final KTue at the laft. 

But God was pleafed by another Providence, to 
embarrafs the Affairs of a Neighbouring Kingdom, 
from which the Confpirators expefted the greateft 
AfliiJance \ and to retard their wicked Enterprife, 
till, by the prudent Provifion ofthcLegiil^tive Pow- 
er, and the diligent Application of the Executive, 
our Forces were fo augmented, that by the wifeDif- 
poGrion of fome of them , great Part of the Ifland 
was kept quiet, and many that wilb'd well to the 
Rebels, were htnder'd from joining them ; and by 
the Condud: and Bravery of the others, in thofe 
Parts where they were aftually in Arms, the Tray- 
tors were entirely routed. And when the Pretender 
came amongft them, to rally his fcatter'd Forces, to 
animate them by his Prefence, and retrieve his loft 
Game ■, upon the Approach of His Majefty's Army, 
he fled before them, ftole away by Night from the 
Ifland, leaving his Men to fave therafelves by flj^ing 
D into 
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into their Fjftnefles ■, who being purfued thither by 
part of the King's Troops, fome of 'em have been ta- 
ken,othersh3ve furrender'd^nd others have been dif- 
ann'd,andfotheRebeUionhasbeenhappilyfupprer5'd, 

A Rebellion, that had one aggravating Ingredient 
to blacken it, beyond former Rebellions. We hard- 
ly read of one, but the Aftors in it have pretended to 
juftify themfelves, by charging the Government 
with fome notorious Viulations of the Laws, fome 
great Oppreflions upon the Subjeft, fome cruel Grie- 
vances for which they could not get Redrefs ^ but in 
This there has not been the Pretence of one illegal 
Thing done by His Majefty -, who may juftly appeal 
to his People, in the Words of Samuel to Ifrael, Be- 
hold, here I am-^ witnefs againj} me before the Lor J, 
whofe Ox have I taken ? Or ivhofe Afs have I tahn > 
Or whom have I defrauded} Whom have I opprefs'di 

So unprovoked was this Rebellion, fo little Rea- 
fon was there given for it, and fo little Grounds 
therefore to haveexpeded it ; that this, if any Thing, 
might in fome Meafure cxcufe the unjuft Sunnifes 
offomewell-meaningPerfons, who look'd uponlhe 
Accounts we had of Invafions and Infurreflioire in- 
tended, as only Artifices of Men in Power, to raife 
more Forces to be employ'd to other Purpofes : But 
furely the Infurreftions in North and South Britain, 
the Arms, Ammunition, and Officers fent to the Re- 
bels from Abroad ; the Battels at Pre/Ion and Dum- 
klain, and the Prentender's Landing in Scotlaiid, will 
cure the Sufpicions of thofe weak Perfons, and Silence 
thcQamoursofthofewickedMen, who infus'dthofe 
Thoughts into the Others. And I cannot but wifh 
at kaft, if I may not hope, that the happy IlTue of 
, ,. this 
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this Rebellion will convince all thofe that were con- 
cem'dinit, or Favourers of it, that the prefent Set- 
tlement, againft: which they have been confpiring, 
is a Work of GoJ, and that they cannot overthrow 
it ; and make them refrain from any further At- 
tempts againft it , leajl happily they be found to fight 
/igainfl God^ ivho haj deliver' d^ and doth deliver^ and 
in whom xve trujl that he will yet deliver tis. Which 
brings me to conlider St. Paul's Behaviour upon his 
Deliverance, and to prcfs you to an Imitation of it. 

And Firjly let us with him, acknowledge God to 
be the Author of our Deliverance, Tis too common 
a Fault with the mofl, when they receive Mercies, 
whether Deliverances from Dangers, or pofitive Blef- 
finga, that they do not look further than Second 
Caufes, but reft there, as if they were the Authors 
of all. Thus Deliverances from Sicknefs, are too 
often afcribed only to the Skill of the Phyfician, 
and the Virtue of his Medicines ; the increafing of 
a Man's Eftate, to his prudent Induftry, and pro- 
vident Management of it ■, and in publick Cafes, the 
Peace and Profperity of a Kingdom, to the fage Coun- 
fels, and wife Adminiftration of thofe that fat at the 
Helm^ and SuccelTesinWar, to the Conduft of the 
Officers, and Prowefs of the Soldiers. Not but that 
a due Confideration ought to be had of all thefe, 
and a juft Refped paid them in their proper Places 
and Capacities, as they are excellent Inftruments in 
the Hand of a gracious God, for thefe Purpofes ; and 
indeed it wou'd be a moft unjuft, as well as an un- 
gratefial Thing, not to make them all the Acknow- 
kdgments of their Services, and pay them all the 
Refped and Honour for them, that are confiftent 
D a with 
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I with the owning the Superintendency of Providence: 
But not to look beyond them, not to fee that wife 
Hand that guides nnd governs them, but to impute 
the whole to them, is fuch an egregious Folly, as 
toafcribe a curious Piece of Work to thelnftruments 
wherewith the Artificer wrought it, and not to the 
Artificer that managed thofe Inftruments. And that 
'tis a high Provocation in the Eyes of God, may be 
gathered from that Concern which he expreJTes for 
his Honour in fuch Cafes, efpecially in the Delive- 
rances of his People, in which he is extremely Jea- 
lous leaft the Glory of them Ihould be given to 
any other than himfelf. 

We have a remarkable Inftance of this in Judges 7. 
where we read, that when G/Vieen, that judged ^<7if/, 
had got together an Army of 32000 Men to go a- 
gainft the Midianites, God made him difmifs them 
all to 300, for this Reafon, leaft the Viftory he in- 
tended to beftow upon them, Ihould be imputed to 
the Number and Strength of their Forces ^ For fo he 
tells him, at the fecond Verfe ■ The people that are 
with thee are too many ^ for me to give the Midiankes 
into their bands. Why fo ? Leafi Ifrael vatmt them- 
felves again/} me, faying^ Mine own hand hath faved 
t/ie. And for this Reafon, among others, it is, that 
he is pleafed many times to fuffer a People to be 
brought to the laft Extremity, to blaft many hope- 
ful Projefls, and defeat fevcral likely Methods for 
their Efcape, to fuffer them to come to their Wit's 
End, that they know not which way to turn them- 
felves, before he interpofes for their Relief ; that fo 
he may convince them, that their Deliverance was 
his doing ; the work of that right band, that bruig- 
eth mighty things to pafs. Let 
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Let us then avoid fo great a Folly, and fo heinous 
a Provocation, as not to fee and own the Finger of 
God, which h.is been fo vifibly concern'd in our De- 
liverance. -Let us rather imitate the Example fet us 
by St. ?aul, who acknowledges that 'twas God, who 
raifes the dead^ that delivered him from his great 
death. And in Tim, 2. 5. where he recounts the 
Perfecutions and AffliiSions which came to him at 
Aiitioch, Icoiiiwn, and Lyjira ■, he adds at ver. 1 1 . that 
out of them all the Lord delivered him. And in the 
4th Chapter of that Epiftle, v. ly. The Lord food 
•with me. And him let us follow ^ and look upon ^11 
Second Caufes as unaftive Inftruments in themfelvesj 
and no more able of themfelves to work any Delive- 
rance or Good for us, without God's Concurrence 
and Guidance, than the Pencil of a Painter to make 
a beautiful Picture, without the Painter's Hand di- 
refling it. And let us cry out with David^ Not im-' 
to Its, Lord, not unto us : Not unto our Policy, or 
Forefight, or Management ; Not to our Strength^ 
or Power ; Net to any other Thing, than thy nama 
only^ he given the honour ^ who, we acknowledge^ 
h/jji deliver'd, and dofi deliver us. To whom, 

2. Let us offer up our moft devout and hearty 
Thankfgiving for it. St. Paul is a moft Eminent 
Pattern of this Praftice. There's not one of his Epi- 
ftlcs to the feveral Churches founded by him, that 
he does not begin with giving Thanks and Glory 
to God, and the Lord Je(us Chrift. In this particu- 
larly, immediately after the Salutation at ver. 5. he 
breaks out, Bleffed he God, the Father of mtr Lord 
Jefus Chrift, the Father of Mercies^ who comforteth 
us in all our tribulatiojts, &c. And in the Vcrfe af- 
ter wy Text, where he asks the Afliftance of their_ 
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Prayers, in order to future Deliverances, he feems 
to have no ( or very little ) Regard to any thing 
elfe, than the Glory that would thereby redound to 
God : As if he defir'd a Deliverance through their 
Prayers, not upon the Account of any Concern or 
Intereft of his own in it, but purely as 'twould be 
an Occafion of many Thankfgivings to the Gracious 
Author of it : Tou^ fays he, helping together by pray- 
ers for us. For what End > Why ; That for the gift 
hepovedupOH us, by the means of manyperfons, thanks 
may be given to God by many on our behalf. 

^nd certainly, there is not a more equitable, or 
reafonable Thing in the World, than that we fhould 
make this Return for his Mercies, to our moft boun- 
tiful and difinterefted Benefactor. Nay, if we will 
take David's Word, who was as well experienc'd in 
this Duty as any Man that ever hv'd upon the Earth, 
there is not a more delightful Employment. He lays. 
It is a joyful and a pleafant thing to be thankful. And 
no doubt he fays right : For 'tis the very Employ- 
ment of Heaven ^ the Bufinefs of the bleffed Angels 
and glorify'd Spirits, to Gng Hallelujahs and Praifes, 
to him that Jits upon the Throne^ and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever. 

As we hope then to increafe their Number here- 
after, and join in Confort with them in Eucharifti- 
cal Anthems for ever : Let us inure our felves to that 
which muft be our Eternal Exercife, if ever we are 
fo happy as to come among them j In every thing 
giving thanks \ and, upon allOccafions,y/n^in? ami 
making melody in our hearts to God. But efpecially, 
upon fuch Occafions as this of our prefent Meeting, 
for fuch Mercies as I have now recounted \ by which 
God has fecured, and does continue to us, the Op- 
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portuniries of doing it, in a way acceptable to him- 
felf i Of Singing the Lord's Song in our or»n hand^ 
and in our own Language ^ Of worfhipping him in- 
the Beauty of Holinefs, and offering him a reafona- 
ble Service ; Of ferving him alone, without bowing 
to graven Images, to provoke hioa to Jealoufy ; Of 
Addrefling to him, thro' the alone Mediation of Je- 
fus Chrift, the One Mediator that he ha&appointed 
betwixt God and Man ; without affronting hira, by- 
joining other Intercefibrs with him. 

fing praifes,fing praifes to our God-^fingt>raifes 
to our King — Sing ye praifes ivitb unJurilanaing, 

g. But laftiy, and to conclude : Let us imitate our 
Apoftle, in raifing (^from Experiences of paft and 
prefent Deliverances) a Ground of Truft and Con- 
lidence in God for future ones ; that he that has be- 
gun a good Work, and hitherto continued it, will, 
(in his own Time) perfeft it : — Who deliver^dus^ 
feys St. Paul, from fo great a death, and doth deli- 
ver ; in whom ve therefore truft, that he will yet 
deliver tu. 

And certainly a well-grounded Truft it was, and 
a very reafonable Inference ^ For there is no pretence 
for Diffidence or Diftruft, where there is not a Sufpi- 
cion of want either of Power, or Will to help : But 
what Room can there be for fuch a Sufpicion of him, 
who hath given, and doth give, paft and prefent De- 
raonftrations of both ? Let then what God has done, 
and now docs for us, ftrengthen our Faith, and con- 
hxta our Hope in him for the Time to come. Away 
with all diftruftful Murmurings, unreafonable Jea- 
loufies, and deipondlng Fears : By xht great Things 
he has "Wrought for us already, whereof ive rejoice^ 
he has given us fair Pledges, if we ourfelves do not 
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obftruft his intended Mercies, of further and greater 
yet. And let us but chearfully do our Duties, and 
then we may reft aflur'd , that God's Arm is not 
(hortned, nor are his Bowels ftreightned : His Ann 
is as mighty as ever to bring Salvation , and he as 
tenderly and compaHionately inclin'd towards his 
People ; And that he will not fail to compleat His 
Work, and make our Deliverance perfeft, when he 
fees fuch a Deliverance tit for us, and us fit for it. 

Till when, let us, with unfhaken Faith, fix our 
Eyes upon h\m, from whence cometh our Help \ and 
let us expeft, and wait for his Salvation. But let us 
wait in a juft Senfs, and grateful Acknowledgment 
of what he has already wrought for us, and in a 
chearful Co-operation with him ;, Not prefumptu- 
Dufly expeding to be alwiys faved by Miracles, 
and doing nothing to help our felves ; but zealoufly 
concurring with thofe Methods which his Provi- 
dence has pointed out for our future Safety j in a 
hearty Obedience and Conformity to his Rcveal'd 
Will, and entire Submiflion to his Secret one, and 
an abfolute Refignation of our felves, and all our 
Concerns, to his Wife and Gracious Management i 
^offejpng our Souls in patience , till his Time coinestl 
tarrj/ the LorJ's kifiire •, Be Uron^, and heJhaU 
comfort your hearts, all ye that put your truj} in thi 
Lor J, For the Vifan is yet for an appointed timet 
but at the end it jhall fpsak , and not lye : Tho* it 
tarry J yet wait for it ; for it will fursly come ^ iti 
will not tarry. And in that day it Jhall be faid^ 
This is cur God ; rue have waited for him : This itr ' 
the Lord J we have waited for him. We tmll be 



glad, and 



rejoice t 



his Salvation. 
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